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EPA and WaterSense – 

the why and what 

Water shortages 

expected in 36 states 

Communities face  

major infrastructure 

investments 

Consumers challenged 

by rising utility bills 

Much of water used 

outdoors is wasted 

No ENERGY STAR-like  

program for water 

2006 

Identify high-performing 

technology 

Promote water efficient 

behavior/action 

Help consumers 

save money 

Reduce need to 

expand infrastructure 

capacity 

Save water for 

critical needs 



What’s Special About 

WaterSense? 

• A label with integrity 

– Third-parties certify that 

products and homes meet EPA criteria 

– Backed by the credibility of EPA 

• Smart use of resources 

– EPA provides national standardization 

and outreach for water-efficiency  

– Manufacturers absorb product 

research, testing, and branding costs 

– Licensed certifying bodies certify the 

products and police the label’s use 

– EPA, manufacturers, retailers, and 

other partners help market/incentivize 

purchase of labeled products 



WaterSense Product 

Evaluation Factors 

•

•

•

•

•

•

•



WaterSense Labeled Products 

Flushing 
Urinals 

Lavatory 
Faucets 

Irrigation 
Controllers 

Tank-Type 
Toilets 

Showerheads 

New Homes 

Pre-rinse  
Sprayers 

More than 

11,000 

Labeled 

Product  

Models 

Water factors are also 
included in many 

ENERGY STAR qualified 
products 



6 

Schedule for Product 

Evaluation 

Complete 2013/2014 2015 and Beyond 

Irrigation Weather-based 

Controllers 

Professional 

Certification 

Programs 

Soil Moisture-based 

controllers  

Emission devices 

(sprinklers) 

 

Residential 

Products 

Toilets 

Faucets 

Showerheads 

Water Softening Systems Water Treatment Systems  

Whole House Humidifiers 

Commercial 

Products 

Flush Urinals 

Pre-rinse Sprayers 

 

Flushometer Toilets 

 

Other Sprayers 

Kitchen Equipment 

Other Single and multi-

family Homes 

Additional Professional 

Certifications 

Water Meters 



Savings Add Up! 

2006-2012 



•

•

•

–

–

–

–

–

•

Product Certification 

Overview 



Product Certification Overview Flow Diagram 
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•

–

–

–

–

–

–

•

–

–
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Product Certification 

Overview 



Certification Infrastructure 

Manufacturers 

•

–

–

–

–

•

–

–



Certification Infrastructure 

Certifying Bodies 

•

–

–

–

–

–

•

–

–

–



Certification Infrastructure 

Accreditation Bodies 

•

–

•

–

–

–

–



Certification Infrastructure 

EPA WaterSense 

•

–

–

–

–



Product Certification 

Process 

CB conducts ongoing conformity assessment (production inspection, label 
surveillance, product retesting) 

EPA maintains online registry of labeled products 

CB notifies EPA of labeled products 

CB authorizes manufacturer to use the WaterSense label 

CB conducts product evaluation (production inspection, product testing) and 
certifies product 

Manufacturer partners with EPA and applies to CB for certification 
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•

– 

–

–

•

–

–

Costs and Benefits 



More Information 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense
mailto:watersense@epa.gov

